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DEVELOPMENT OF ISLAMIC EDUCATION IN NORTHERN NIGERIA: THE 

CONTRIBUTION OF SHEIKH ABUBAKAR MAHMUD GUMI. 

 

ISMAIL ABDULLAHI UMAR 

International Institute of Islamic Banking and Finance 

Bayero University, Kano Nigeria. 

 

ABSTRACT 

This paper seeks to explore and concisely highlights the contribution of a reknown Islamic scholar 

Sheikh Abubakar Mahmud Gumi toward the development of Islamic Education in Northern Nigeria. 

The paper explains the concept of Islamic Education, and further discusses the historical and 

educational background of Sheikh Gumi.It also highlights the factors responsible for making Sheikh 

Gumi the legend of his time in the field of Islamic Education.Finally the paper examines some of the 

ways Sheikh Gumi employed in developing Islamic Education in Northern Nigeria. 

 

KEY WORDS: scholar, Islam, education, north, Nigeria. 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION  

 

         ‘Islamic education’ is a combination of two separate words ‘Islam’ and ‘education’  

          The word ‘Islam’ was derived from Arabic word ‘s l m’ or ‘salaam’ which means safe or peace. 

Religiously Islam means total submission to God (ALLAH)  Islam can also be seen as a monotheistic 

religion that was revealed to prophet Muhammad [p.b.u.h] by God through angel Gabriel and many 

times before to prophets including  Noah, Abraham, Moses, Ismael, Jesus among others.Wikitionary 

(2012) 

          Education is the process of imparting knowledge or skills. It can also be define as the process 

of helping an individual to become functional member in the society through training either formally 

or informally. 

           Islamic Education can be seen as a systematic way of nurturing an individual spiritually, 

economically and socially. 

          Kazeem and Bologun (2013) define Islamic Education as divinely revealed knowledge and thus 

prepares individual to be upright citizen on earth and to ultimately attain happiness in the life after 

death.  

        The sources of Islamic education are the Muslims’ holy book ‘Al-Qur’an’ and   its interpretation, 
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the Hadith (saying, practice and silent approval of Prophet Muhammad [p.b.u.h]).  

 Islam came to Nigeria through Northern Nigeria as a result of its contact 

With Arab traders.  

         The development of any knowledge relied largely on the works (writing)    of its scholars, Islamic 

education is not an exception; the Usman Bn Fodio did not only fight to propagate Islamic religion, 

but also preached and wrote number of books and leaflets. In the same vein, Sheikh Gumi preached 

and wrote volumes of books and in addition to this, sheikh Gumi also translated other Arabic texts 

(including the holy Qur’an) into Hausa language, the dominant and most rapidly developing language 

in the region and the country at large. According to Maibeni (2011), 

“The development of Islamic education in Northern Nigeria could be attributed to the efforts of the 

early Muslim scholar. Many scholars exists in Borno thousands of years ago. The Arab traders poured 

into the Northern part of Nigeria as the first half of the 8th century. The kingdom of Kanem which 

included Borno becomes the first seat of rulers and a centre of Islamic learning. Islamic education 

spread into Hausa states comprising of Katsina, Kano, Daura, Zamfara, Gobir, Kebbi and Zazzau. 

The rulers of these areas became influenced by the Arab traders. Through contacts and teaching most 

of them were converted to Islam.” 

   

OVERVIEW 

Sheikh Abubakar Mahmud Gumi was a vocal and remarkable Islamic scholar and a former ‘Grand 

Khadi’ (chief judge of shari’ah court) of the then Northern region of Nigeria, a position which made 

him the zenith interpreter of shari’ah legal system in the region. Sheikh Gumi is the second to Usman 

Bn Fodio in terms of developing Islamic Education in Northern Nigeria. Sheikh Gumi was also the 

founder of Jama’atul Nasril Islam (J.N.I), the umbrella of Muslims in Nigeria. He is also considered 

as the father of JIBWIS (Society of removal of innovation and Re-establishment of Sunnah) in Nigeria 

which has now extended to neighboring countries such as Niger republic, Ghana, Benin republic, and 

cote d’voire. 

         Sheikh Gumi is the recipient of international prize of ‘King Faisal international prize’ from the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for his translation of the holy Qur`an into Hausa language. He also received 

the National award of ‘The commander of the order of the Federal Republic’ from Nigerian 

government. 
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3.0 EARLY LIFE 

     Abubakar Mahmud Gumi was born in the town of Gumi in the then Sokoto province (now Kebbi 

state) into the family of Malam Mahmud, similarly Islamic scholar and ‘Alkali’ (Judge) of Gumi town. 

Sheikh Gumi was a closed companion of Sir Ahmadu Bello (Sardauna of Sokoto) the first premier of 

the Northern Region.        

 4.0 WORKS 

        Sheikh Gumi’s major contribution towards the development of Islamic education in Northern 

Nigeria was partly attributed to his position as religious adviser to the government of the Northern 

Region and also to many emirs in the region. 

        In 1955, Sheikh Gumi together with Sir Ahmadu Bello traveled for the first time to the holy land 

of Mecca for pilgrimage. In Saudi Arabia he was exposed to the world Muslim League due to his 

outstanding performance, with the support of Ahmadu Bello and king Fahad of Saudi Arabia he 

translated many Arabic books into Hausa language.  

       In 1957, Sheikh Gumi rose to the rank of translator of all matters concerning the kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia and the government of Northern Region. The following year, Sheikh Gumi embarked 

on mass teaching (non-formal) programme on Islamic knowledge (mostly in the mosque) and 

established a ‘madrasah’ within the Kaduna metropolis, which serve as nerve center of Hausa 

speaking area (the dominant language in West Africa). 

        The major focus of Sheikh Gumi’s teaching was to separate Islam from traditional practices and 

the understanding of fundamentals of Islamic ideology. 

        Sheikh Gumi left many literary works in the form of books, leaflets etcetera. He also wrote 

articles which were published in national dailies such as Triumph, New Nigeria and in ‘Gaskiya tafi 

kwabo’   the then popular Hausa news paper. Jangebe (2015). 

          Sheikh Gumi’s most popular work is his book ‘Rad al-AzhanilaMaan al-Qur`an’ (Intellectual 

return to the meaning of the Qur`an) which was accepted globally and use in educational institutions 

such as Islamic university Madina. Another  famous work of Sheikh Gumi is the translation of the 

Holy Qur`an into Hausa language which earned him international recognition and was subsequently 

awarded  international prize of ‘King Faisal international prize’ from the government of Saudi Arabia 

which lead him to his appointment as member governing council, Islamic University Madina. 

According to Jangebe (2015)  

      “Sheikh Gumi’s most books published and circulated within and        outside the frontiers of 

Nigeria include; 

1- Rad al-AzhanilaMaani al-Qur`an (Intellectual return to the meaning of the Qur`an). 

2- Al-Aqidah al-Sahiha bi Muwafaqat al-Shari’ah: (The Correct Belief in Line with the law). 

3- Kitab al-Nasihaila Amir MantiqatKatsina (Book of Advice to the Emir of Katsina): 
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4- Where I stand, written in English with I. A. Tsiga. 

5- Hal al-Niza` fi Mas´alatNuzul Isa alaih al-Salatwa al-Salam. (Resolve of the Dispute on the Issue 

Regarding the Second Coming of Prophet Isa -p.b.u.h-) 

6- Musulunchi da AbindakeRushe Shi: (Islam and what invalidates it). 

7- Zad al-Hajj, (The provision for a pilgrim) 

8- KitabMaratib al-Islam, (A Book on the levels of Islam) 

9- KitabManasik al-hajwa al-Umrah, (A Book on the Rituals of Hajj and Umrah). 

10- TarjamarMa`anonin al-Kur`aniMaigirma: (The Meanings of the Holy Qur`an). 

11- Tarjamarlittafin al-Arbain al-Nawawiyyah, (Translation of Forty Hadith). 

12- TarjamarKitabNur al-Bab, (Translation of Nurul al-Bab). 

13- TarjamarlittafinHidayat al-Tullab fiAhamMasail al-Din, (Translation of the students guide book 

on the most important religious issues). Moreover, besides these publications, Sheikh Gumi left 

several unprinted manuscripts, including, Qiyam fi al-Iqtisad al-Muasirwa al-Taamulmaa al-Bunuk 

(Values on the contemporary economy and dealing with Banks), and the translation of, KitabUsul al-

Din (A Book on the Fundamentals of Din)” 

 

5.0 CONCLUSION 

       Islamic education as a field of knowledge, aims at directing and guiding people to live peacefully 

here and hereafter. The development of Islamic education in Northern Nigeria senseid on its scholars 

who help in one way or the other in developing the knowledge  

        Sheikh Gumi was the famous protagonist of his time in term of the of the development of the 

development of Islamic education, Gumi is a founder of many Islamic organization such as Jama’atul 

Nasril Islam (J.N.I), a publisher and powerful mobilizer of Nigerian Muslims.     

 

 

  



IUT Journal of Advanced Research and Development 

Volume 9, No 2 (April2023–September2023) 

ISSN 2455–7846 

IUT Journal of Advanced Research and Development (IUT-JARD), The ICFAI University Tripura, reserve all rights 

 

 

P
ag

e5
4

 

 

REFERENCES 

“Abubuwan tunawa da marigayi Sheikh Abubakar Mahmud Gumi”(2016, March 25)                     

Aminiya, P16. 

Fafunwa, A. (2004).History of Education in Nigeria.Ibadan.NPS Educational Publishers Ltd. 

Gumi A.M and Tsiga I.A (1992). Where I Stand. Ibadan: Spectrum books 

Jangebe H.A,(2015).Islamic reform in Nigeria: The contribution Of Sheikh Abubakar Mahmud 

Gumi.International Journal of Humanities and social sciences.5 (9).Federal University Gusau. 

Kazeem, S.A & Balogun, K.Y: Problems facing Islamic education: Evidence from Nigeria: Journal 

of Educational and Social Research. 

 Maibeni, M. History of Education in Nigeria. In Abdullahi, M. (ed) (2011).Basic concepts in 

Education.Kano: Pmats Commercial Press. 

The Holy Qur`an, English Translation of the meanings. Madina King Fahad Holy Qur`an Printing 

Complex. 

 

  

             

   

  

 

  



















 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ICFAI University, Tripura 

Kamalghat, Mohanpur, Agartala-799210, 

Tripura(W)Ph:0381- 2865752/62 

TollFreeNo.18003453673Website:www.iutripura.edu.in 

 

 

 

http://www.iutripura.edu.in/

	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

